




Marli gets her information from a 
variety of sources. "I do a lot of Internet 
browsing. There are wonderful articles 
and videos, many of which are made 
in Vermont." She also has several 
different Facebook groups, like for 
native plants and basketry, and tons of 
books. "I think being on the VWA 
board was incredibly valuable because 
I learned a lot about who's who, what's 
what, and different organizations," 
Marli says. She also served on the 
Windham Regional Woodlands 
Association board and her local 
conservation commission. On the flip 
side, she remembers being in the 
minority on the board as either the only 
woman or one of two women. "It could 
have been gender discrimination or just 
that I had different ideas but few 
people talked to me. I did OK though 
because I'm used to being the only 
woman in the room." 

Marli reflected on her first introduction 
to Women and our Woods back in 
2012 where the experience of being 
with and other women woodland 
owners was very inspiring. "One 
woman was too scared to go onto the 
land; another had just lost her 
husband," says Marli. "It was 
incredible to share stories with other 
women and hear their experiences. It 
was inspirational." Everyone views the 
world differently and has different 

experiences. That's what resonates with Marli. She 
has a science background but a big heart and her 
approach to forest management makes room for 
both. She can enjoy the beauty of the forest or the 
softness of the Sphagnum moss that cries out to be 
petted while still managing her land to protect what 
she cherishes. She does, however, recognize that our 
lifetimes are very short and the ability to protect 
anything is pretty limited. "So, you just do the best 
you can. That's all you can do," she says. 

When asked what she would recommend to other 
women thinking of buying property, Marli says "I 
think if you really just want to appreciate nature, you 
should go to a state park. It's hard to own land and 
you really have to be willing to join in as a force of 
nature." Marli finds that there is sometimes a "party 
line" about how you need to manage your land and 
it may not resonate with all women. "Spend time 
observing, reading, attending forestry events and 
walks in the woods. There's so much teaching and 
learning available in Vermont," she says. 

The woods are a refuge for Marli, a place to escape 
the world and some of its accompanying heartbreak. 
With a somewhat philosophical bent, Marli reflects 
on her own experience, 

"What's beautiful is getting old,  seeing 
things change and seeing things familiar, 

and seeing that the trees are doing that 

with you." 

"If you have a chance to own woodlands 
and to take care of it , it's a feeling like no 
other , being a land steward." 

"Go outside, now!" That's what Kathy remembers so 
clearly of her childhood in Westminster, Maryland. 
Her dad was a dairy farmer until he sold the farm 
when she was about six years old. "Although the 
animals were gone, it was still pretty rural and I 
spent a lot of time in the fields, in the woods, and 
climbing trees." Kathy always thought her future 
would be in agriculture, horticulture of some kind. 
But then when the time came and she visited College 
Park, home of University of Maryland, everything 
changed. "I'm not a large pond person. I'm a small 
pond person," she states. 

There was one certainty however; Kathy would never 
spend her life at a desk indoors. She started looking 
at different schools, and forestry seemed very 
interesting. Her county had the first female forest 
technician at the Maryland Forest Service and she 
became Kathy's mentor. And, she attended Allegany 
Community College (now Allegany College of 
Maryland), which had the only forestry program in 
the state at that time. As fate would have it, she met 
her husband Tom there and together they wound up 
in Vermont in 1986. They arrived with about $300 
and no firm jobs yet, but did find a small apartment 
in Pittsfield. After a few weeks of housekeeping at a 
local hotel, Kathy knew she would never do that 

again. "People are terrible," she said, 
and so she sent letters to the consulting 
foresters around the state. 

As luck would have it, Kathy was 
offered a job in her county, where her 
job interview was a day of marking 
timber. She has spent the ensuing four 
decades working as a consulting 
forester with private landowners. You 
might think that Kathy has a distinct 
advantage in woodland ownership and 
forest management since she's a 
licensed forester - and you'd be partly 
right. She will readily admit that it gives 
her knowledge but "that doesn' t mean 


